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PR E F A C E. 
N the following diſcourſes reli- 
gion and virtue are built on 
immoveable foundations, and the 
reader is furniſhed with ſuch 


principles as will prevent him 
from following after deceivers, 


and from falling into the ſnares 


of ſophiſtry and fraud. Diſſatis- 
fied with thoſe writers who treat 
of virtue in abſtract and obſcure 
terms; and with thoſe who make 
rcligion dependent on church- 
tradition and church - authority, 
the author has here endeavoured 
to expreſs his thoughts in a more 
inſtructive manner, and to render 

A3 ue 


P R E F A CE. 
ſubjects oſ the utmoſt concern to 
all men intelligible to all. The 
public it's hoped will at leaſt 
excuſe his well - meant endea- 
vours, which have nothing far- 
ther in view than to obviate evils 
pernicious to the public, the 
growing evils of ſuperſtition and 
enthuſiaſm ; to point out the true 
rules and the true end of human 
life; and to | promote the practice 
of religion and virtue as the only 
means of attaining happineſs both 
in the preſent and in a future ſtate, 


CO N- 


CONTENTS. 


DISCOURSE I. 


AN a free agent --- a 
lawgiver to himſelf---and 
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What is the proper end of hu- 
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DEMONSTRATIONS 


Religion and V rrtue. 


Ps aLM xvi. 3. 
All my detight is upon the ſaints 
that are in the earth, and ſuch 
as excel in virtue. 


HAT is here mentioned 
as the chiet delight of the 
plalmiſt, is what muſt ever be the 
chief delight of a good mind, 


and 


E 
and muſt ever contribute to the 
happineſs of rational beings, both 
in the preſent and in a future 
ſtate. By means of powers de- 
rived from the firſt cauſe, from 
the only ſource of power, ſecond 
cauſes are capable of producing 
the moſt deſirable effects, and of 
leaving the moſt pleaſing impreſ- 
ſions on the ſoul. Our ſenſes 
are made the inlets of number- 
leſs ideas, which gladden the 
heart, which ſupply the imagina- 
tion with continual entertainment, 
and ſhut out every unwelcome 
occurrence from our thoughts. 
And yet the brighteſt and moſt 
beautiful ſcenes of nature, the in- 
chantments of viſion, and the 
charms of ſound, import much 
lower 
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lower degrees of pleaſure to the 
mind than intellectual percep- 
tions, than objects arrayed with 
moral beauty, than a perfectly 
good character repreſented to us 
in proper colours and a true 
light. We cannot aſſociate with 
the ſaints which are in the earth, 
and with ſuch as excel in vir- 
tue; nor can we obſerve a con- 
duct under the direction of 
right principles, or partake of 
the benefits diffuſed by impar- 
tial beneficence, without the high- 
eſt approbation and the higheſt 
delight. But fince the moſt 
diſcerning of us are liable to 
errors in judging of moral ex- 
cellence and perſonal merit, which 
are often ſeen through a glaſs 


darkly, 
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darkly, through miſts of preju- 
dice created either by the craft 
of hypocriſy, or by the force of 
ſlander, it's evident that all our 
delight is often built on a falſe 
foundation, on falſe notions of 
ſanity or falſe appearances of 
virtue, on unjuſt cenſure or un- 
deſerved praiſe, And fince ſuch 
errors as theſe are often fatal 
with reſpect to our actions 
as well as judgments, I ſhall 
here endeavour to obviate er- 
rors of this ſort by deſcribing 
the characters pointed out in my 
text, the characters of them who 
excel in virtue, and of them 
who are really ſaints upon earth. 

In order to deſcribe the cha- 


racter of ſuch as excel in vir- 
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tue, I ſhall firſt explain what 
is meant by virtue, and what 
are thoſe eſſential properties which 
diſtinguiſh it from every op- 
polite quality, from all affinity 
with vice. 

A creature endued with the 
faculty of reaſon cannot exert 
that faculty without conſidering 
what he is, who he is, how he 
exiſts, why he exiſts, what is the 
end for which he was born, and 
what are the means of attain- 
ing this end. He perceives from 
hence, that ſome power ſuperior 
to his own has given him life, 
and aſſigned him a place of 
habitation which he calls the 
world, repleniſhed with all things 
neceſſary and convenient, not for 


the 


| 
} 
| 
| 


(- 26 ] 
the ſake of himſelf only, but of 
numberleſs other living-creatures ; 
for the ſake of general utility 


and common good. Having found 


out a world, he then enquires 
who he is, and is ſelf- informed 
that his body is under the guid- 
ance and government of a mind, 
an intelligent and reaſoning ſub- 
ſtance, which preſcribes laws to 
all his actions and all his active 
powers, the powers of conform- 
ing to laws, of preferring one 
object of agency to another, 


and of determining to fly from 
objects which provoke averſion, 


and to purſue thoſe only which 
excite deſire. 

As man is a free agent, and 
a lawgiver to himſelf, ſo is he 


alſo 
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alſo accountable to himſelf, and 
is the judge of his own actions 
brought before the bar of con- 
ſcience, and tried by laws which 
every agent can enforce as well 
as preſcribe, can enforce by the 
ſanctions of pleaſure and pain 
felt on approving or diſapprov- 
ing of his actions, on finding 
them conformable or repugnant 
to the laws of his own mind. 
The laws thus preſcribed being 
preſcribed as rules for directing 
moral agents to ſome end of 
action, every man ought to con- 
der what end is fitteſt for every 
one to attain, and what means 
are molt conducive to that end. 
For ſuch conſiderations as theſe 
enable him to perceive, that a 
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18 
power of procuring and preſerv- 
ing ſelf- good is not only his own 
natural right, but alſo is the na- 
tural right of every other man, 
is a common and general right, 
which no one can ſubvert or 
invade without offending againſt 
the laws of nature, without in- 
curring the ſentence of ſelf-con- 
demnation, and the puniſhment 
of heart-felt remorſe. He will 
therefore conclude from hence, 


that ſelf-good, the good of every 


individual, or the happineſs of 


every man, muſt needs be his 
proper end of action, it being 
the end which his own under- 
ſtanding recommends to his 


choice, and ſets before him as 


his principal point of view, At 
the 
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[ 29 ] 
the ſame time he will alſo con- 
clude, that the actions to be 
employed as means of attaining 
his proper end, are not ſuch as 
tend only to promote partial and 
private happineſs, but ſuch as 
terminate in the mutual and 
common happineſs of mankind, 
Diſcerning that theſe are right 


and fit, are good and becom- 


ing actions, fince theſe are ac- 
tions which conform to the true 
rules, and terminate in the true 
end of human life, he is led to 
a clear diſcernment of virtue, 
which conſiſts in a conformity 
of action to the true rules of 
action, or in the exerciſe of a 
power imparted to all moral a- 
gents, a power to do ſuch actions 
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as promote the common happi- 
neſs of all. As the rules heie 
mentioned are the rules of vir- 
tue, and actions are virtuous 
which conform to theſe rules, 
ſo when oppolite rules of action 
are preferred to theſe, and men 
are guilty of evil-doing, of do- 
ing actions inconſiſtent with hu- 
man happineſs, ſuch actions as 
theſe are vicious, vice being a 
wilful deviation from the true 
rules and the true end of human 
life. 

A virtuous agent reflecting on 
his conduct, reflects with the ut- 
moſt ſatisfaction on a conduct 
that claims approbation from every 
wiſe and good being in heaven 
and on earth, His conſcience, 
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which is always void of offence, 
always ſpeaks peace to his ſoul 
amidſt the various troubles and 
tempeſts, the various dangers and 
diſtreſſes of life. 

A vicious agent calling his paſt 
ways to remembrance, calls to 
remembrance, what he would 
gladly forget, loſt time, pervert- 
ed talents, miſplaced affections, 
ungoverned paſſions, and actions 
hurtful to himſelf as well as 
others, and obnoxious to the 
puniſhments both of Gop and 
man. His mind, far from being 
a place of reſt, is a place of con- 
tinual terror and torment, is that 
infernal place where the worm 
never dies, and where the fire is 
not quenched. 
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How deformed and how de- 
teſtable is vice, which breaks 
through divine and human laws, 
trampling on all things worthy 
of value, ſubverting every ſocial 
advantage, ſhooting out the ar- 
rows of death, and ſcattering the 
firebrands of deſtruction through 
the world! 

But how fair and lovely a form 
is the form of Virtue, which 
even the vicious cannot behold 
without admiration and without 
eſteem! Full of grace art thou, 
o daughter of Wiſdom, which is 
always thy guide, thy compa- 
nion, and thy own familiar 
friend. Peace and Liberty are 
thy offspring: Harmony and Or- 
der are derived from thee. To 


Virtue 


4 „ ä — 
> 


4 
1 


% l es 3 441 


4 
* 


[ 23 ] 

Virtue we owe whatever tends 
to enlarge, to exalt, to dignify 
the mind; we owe every inward 
ſatisfaction and every outward ad- 
vantage; we owe all the ra- 
tional hopes, and all the real 
enjoyments of life. 

An agent delighting in them 
that excel in virtue, will always 


aſpire after the ſame excellence, 


will copy after the ſame charac- 
ter, and tranſcribe into his own 
practice whatſoever things are 
Juſt, whatſoever things are ho- 
neſt, whatſoever things are lovely 
and of good report. He will 
thus be found, by a blameleſs 
and bright example, to inſtruct 
the minds and reform the man- 


ners of inferior agents, to attract 
B 4 the 
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the admiration of every eye, and 


to engage the eſteem of every 
heart. His whole life will be- 
come a pattern of univerſal 
imitation, and a ſubject of uni- 
verſal praiſe. He will never be 
weary of well-doing; will ſtill 
be going on to perfection, and 
advancing from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, from one degree of 
improvement to another, till at 
length he is capable of adding 
to knowledge faith, and to 
faith godlineſs, and of delighting 
not only in them that excel in 
virtue, but alſo in the faints 
which are on the earth. 

The ſteps which gradually lead 
to this higher character, and the 


means which exalt morality into 


religion, 
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religion, and enforce natural 
obligations by ſupernatural mo- 
tives, will be marked out in 
another diſcourſe, in which the 
views of every virtuous agent 
will be raiſed from finite to in- 
finite delight, and to thoſe end- 
leſs joys which will hereafter be 
revealed through Ixsus CHRIST 
our Lord, to whom be glory and 
praiſe now and evermore. 
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DISCOURSE I. 


PSALM Xvi. 3. 


All my delight is upon the ſaints 
that are on the earth, and 
ſuch as excel in virtue. 


As the amiable picture of 
virtue was held forth to 
view in my laſt diſcourſe, I ſhall 
now deſcribe the ſaints that are 
on the earth under their proper 
characters, in order to impreſs 
the fairer and more lovely image 
of religion on your minds. 

The laws of virtue, which are 
laws of nature, laws which regu- 


late 


28 


late human actions under the na- 


tural government of reaſon, or 
under the exerciſe of a legiſla- 
tive and ſelf-ruling power implant- 
ed in human minds, are laws 
written in the hearts of men 
by the hand of God himſelf. 
For the laws here mentioned be- 
ing rules which direct the acti- 
ons of men to an end propoſ- 
ed by the ſupreme governor, by 
a perfectly wiſe and good legi- 
ſlator, ſuch rules as theſe ought to 
be received and to be followed as di- 


vine laws. As we cannot ſuppoſe that 


the Creator would give laws to the 
whole creation, and would regu- 


late the motions, not only of the 


heavenly bodies, but alſo of eve- 
17 
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ry earthly production, and at 
the ſame time would abandon 

man to lawleſs will, and undi- 
rected impulſe; ſo we cannot but 
infer from hence, that a ſelf- 
governing power, or a power of 
directing our actions to their pro- 
per end by ſelf-preſcribed laws, 
which 1s given to us, 1s not our 
own gift, but the gift of him in 
whom we live, and move, and 
have our being; of him who 


communicated every other gift 


and faculty to man, who made 
all things, and is ſupreme law- 
giver and ruler of all. 

Had not ſomething eternally 
exiſted nothing could now exiſt, 
ſince exiſtence cannot reſult from 


non-exiſtence; nor could any 


thing 
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thing begin to act was there not 
an agent without beginning, ſince 
action muſt then have reſulted 
from an unactive and inadequate 
cauſe. And ſince every agent 
is capable of perceiving an end 
of action, and of reaſoning on 
the means conducive to this end, 
the perceptive and reaſoning fa- 
culties with which every agent 
is furniſhed, muſt needs be fa- 


culties inherent in a mind. But 


fince a mind could never have 
been, unleſs it had always been 
in the univerſe, and could only 
derive its original from ſome un- 


originate mind, it follows that 


there muſt be a firſt, unorigi- 
nate, ſovereign, and univerſal mind, 
which regulates the actions of 

every 


2 


31 


every agent, which imparts ef- 
ficacy to every cauſe, and aſ- 
figns an end to every effect, 
As Gop is the one univerſal 
mind, the one ſupreme agent, and 
the one ſupreme governor and 
lawgiver to all inferior agents, ſo 
the only end that Gop can pro- 


poſe in giving laws to all inferior 
agents is univerſal good. As he 
then can propoſe no other end in 
giving laws to mankind but every 
man's ſelf-good, which is the ge- 
neral good of mankind, and as 
theſe divine laws are infcribed on 
the minds of all men, ſo muſt the 
will of Gop conſiſt of theſe laws, 
which direct all men to the end 
propoſed by theſupreme mind. And 
as all men are under the ſtrongeſt 

obli- 
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obligations to obey the will of 


Gop, ſo obedience to his will, 
or conformity of action to the 


divine laws, is what is meant by 


religion, at leaſt by religion trac- 
ed out by the human mind, 
which cannot diſcover the will 
of God in any other laws or 
rules of action but ſuch as di- 
rect free agents to their proper 
end. 

That the general good and 
happineſs of man is the end of 
all divine laws, and conſequent- 
ly of all human actions, is a truth 
deduced from the ſtrongeſt argu- 
ments of reaſon, and the cleareſt 
reports of ſenſe. To make man 
for the ſake of making him un- 
happy, is to apply the infinite 


power 
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power of the Creator to no wiſe 
or good purpoſe, ſince a weak 
and indigent creature depending 
entirely on an infinitely power- 
ful being, cannot excite the fear or 
envy of ſuch a being, who cannot 
propoſe the unhappineſs of his 
creatures as the end of their cre- 
ation on any motives fit to be 
imputed to the ſupreme mind. 
Had man been made by a ma- 
levolent creator, he had then 
been made a malevolent creature, 
without natural aftection, or ſoci- 
al inſtinct; hating all men, and 
hated by all; ; ſtudious of evil, 
and averſe to good. His inward 
ſtate had been a ſtate of anar- 
chy and diſtraction ; had been a 
C chaos 
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chaos of darkneſs and diſorder ; 
had been deſtitute of truth and 
virtue, of harmony and peace. 
But fince his mind, when not 
prepoſſeſſed by falſe principles, 
and his heart when not perverted 
by vicious paſſions, conſtantly pro- 
duce virtuous actions, his only 
felf-approved actions, he cannot 
be the offspring of a malevolent 
being ; he muſt be the work of 
an all-good as well as all- powerful 
hand. 

But the infinite goodneſs of 
Gop is fully difplayed when we 
turn our eyes to the vifible crea- 
tion, and behold that regularity 
and order which every where 
reign, and every where reſult from 

| a con- 
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a conſtant ſubjection to the di- 
vine laws. We ſee there that all 
things co- operate for good, and 
concur by one common direction 
to one common end, to the mu- 
tual ſupport and intereſt of all. 
We ſee too, that the various pro- 
ductions of the earth are ſubſer- 
vient to the moſt beneficial pur- 
poſes, ſupplying the wants of 
numberleſs living- creatures, and 
furniſhing mankind not only with 
the neceſſaries and conveniences 
of life, but alſo with manifold 
entertainments which charm the 
ſenſes, and raviſh the mind with 
delight. 
As it thus appears that uni- 
verſal good is the end of all the 
e works, 
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works, of all the actions, and 
all the laws of Gop, ſo muſt it 
alſo appear that the good of man- 
kind is the end of religion, or 
the end for which the divine will 
is manifeſted to human under- 
ſtandings, and for which Gop 
has inſcribed laws on the minds 
of men, directing every human 
action to its proper end. The 
laws here mentioned being the 
rules of virtue, it's evident that 
the practice of religion is the prac- 
tice of virtue, ſtrengthened by 


divine authority and by motives 


ſuggeſted by Gop, the motives 
of reverence and honour, of gra- 
titude and eſteem, which oblige 
all inferior agents and inferior 

minds 
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minds to yield obedience to the 
ſupreme agent and the ſupreme 
mind. And ſince men of every 
nation and language, who follow 
the light of nature and attend to 
the voice of reaſon, are capable of 
knowing Gon, of finding out 
the divine will, and of diſtin- 
guiſhing religious truth from the 
errors of ſuperſtition, it's merely 
by means of natural religion, or 
the knowledge of Gop and his 
will applied as the ſtandard of 
religious truth, that our minds 
are capable of judging whether 
ſupernatural revelations of the will 
of Gon have ever been made, 
and whether perſons profeſſing 


to teach doctrines by a commiſ- 
C 2 ſion 
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fion from Gop are really ſent by 
him, or elſe are falſe teachers and 
deceivers of mankind, For if we 
were not naturally enabled to ac- 


quire the knowledge of Go p and 
his will, and to diſcern between 


divine revelation and human im- 


poſture, it would not be poſſible 


to build either religion or virtue 


on a firm foundation, or to over- 
throw the falſe arguments and 
fraudulent practices which uphold 
immorality and ſuperſtition, and 
even idolatry and athei/ in the 
world. 

Wherever any pretended reve- 
lation is compoſed of doctrines 
and precepts which authorize un- 
juſt or cruel actions, and encou- 

rage 


45 p * 
e * — at. a... N 


("39 } 


rage men to hate and perſecute, 
to oppreſs and enſlave and even 
to deſtroy one another, we are 


there to reject ſuch pretences as 
| theſe, not only as vain and 
groundleſs, but alſo as impious 
and contradictory to the will of 
Gop, Wherever religion is taught 


as a divine revelation for no other 
end but to promote the common 
good of mankind, to enforce the 
laws of nature by ſupernatural 
ſanctions, by ſanctions which an- 
nex infinite rewards to virtue and 
infinite puniſhments to vice in 
a life after death, and to con- 
firm thoſe hopes of immortality 
which reaſon itſelf excites in our 
breaſts, what is thus taught and 

C4 thus 
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thus built on apparent grounds of 
probability, may be embraced as 


revealed truth, eſpecially ſince our 


own underſtandings ſuggeſt the 


neceſſity of divine revelation, and 
recommend it as no leſs agreeable 
to the perfections of Gop, than 
conducive to the ſupreme happi- 
neſs of man, _. 
But where ſhall a well-diſpoſed 
and unprejudiced perſon, ſeck- 
ing after revelation, find it, un- 
leſs where chriſtianity is plant- 
ed, and where it brings forth its 
proper fruits in the minds and 
morals of men? The religion of 
CnR1sT is founded on a rock that 
cannot be ſhaken; is a religion 
without beginning of days or end 
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of time, it being the will of the 
eternal lawgiver, who is the ſame 
to-day, yeſterday, and for ever, 
The precepts of the goſpel, 
which are precepts of the utmoſt 
moral purity, ſupply us with un- 
erring rules of action, and direct 
every agent to his ultimate good. 
Whatever tends to caſt out 
the evil ſpirit of ſuperſtition, to 
expel inhumanity from human 
breaſts, and to transform man into 
the image of Gop, is expreſly 
enjoined in the two great com- 
mandments of the chriſtian law. 
To love Gop, is to love and to 
imitate that perfect goodneſs which 
is every where propoſed to our 
love and imitation in all the ef- 
fects 
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fects of nature, in all the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence, and in all the 
divine works. To love our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves, is to love one 
another as brethren, all men be- 
ing ſons of the ſame father, who 
hath made us all for the ſame 
purpoſes, for the enjoyment of 
that common happineſs, which his 
will points out as our common 
end, For the ſecond command- 
ment 1s like unto the firſt in its 
moral efficacy, and lays us under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations. to excel 
in virtue, to diſcharge every ſo- 
cial duty, and to extend our 
beneficence to the whole hu- 


man race. 


The two great commandments 


of 
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of the goſpel being the two prin- 


cipal laws of natural religion, and 
the doctrines of the goſpel which 
propoſe to our belief miraculous 
facts and events, being credible 
doctrines, and ſuch as are ne- 
ceſſary to prove the divine miſ- 
ſion of CHRIS TH, and to enforce his 
laws, which would otherwiſe be 
rendered of no more uſe than phi- 
loſophical precepts, it follows from 
hence that they who embrace 
chriſtianity as a divine revelation, 
embrace it on the moſt rational 
proofs, and build their faith on 
the cleareſt external as well as in- 
ternal evidences of truth. 

When men profeſſing chriſti- 
anity regulate their lives by its 

precepts, 
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precepts, they will then excel in 
religion no leſs than in virtue, 


and may then be ranked amongſt 


the ſaints that are on the earth. 
But if ſanctity is not ſeated in a 
good heart, and is not ſeen in 
good actions ; if it bears the leaſt 
affinity with ſuperſtition, or holds 
the leaſt fellowſhip with vice, it 
then is falſe and fictitious and not 
real ſanctity, which conſiſts in 
obedience to the moral govern- 
ment of heaven, to the natural 
and revealed will of Gop. Tho' 
our faith may ſeem ſufficient to 
remove mountains; though we 
give our bodies to be burned, and 


on this account are canonized as 


martyrs; though we continue 
1 daily 


— 


e 
daily in the temple and in the ſy- 


nagogues, making long prayers, 
complying with all the rituals of 
devotion, conforming to every 
mode of worſhip, and living in 
conſtant communion with a 
church that pretends to infallibi- 
lity, and boaſts of a power to 
forgive ſins and confer ſalvation, 
yet we cannot be ſaints, we can- 
not be chriſtians if we neglect the 
weightier duties of juſtice and 
mercy, or it ever our faith, in- 
ſtead of working by love, is 
productive of enmity and hatred, 
of perſecution and violence a- 

mongſt men. 
A ſaint, whilſt he is on the 
carth, will have his converſation 
in 


A 
in heaveti; will tread in the ſteps 

of juſt men made perfect; will 
always be looking unto IEsUs as 
the guide und example of his 
practice, as well as the author 
and finiſher of his faith. With 
angelic piety he will join more 
than heroic virtue, and will pre- 
ſerve a character full of merit 
together with a conſcience void 
of offence. Having weaned his 
affections from every undeſerving 
object, he will lay an entire 
reſtraint on all lawleſs and ſinful 
paſſions, on all irregular motions 
of fleſh and blood. He will 
clearly perceive that intellectual 
enjoyments are of far greater 


value than ſenſual gratifications 
| during 
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during the longeſt courſe of vo- 
luptuouſneſs, which mult, ſoon 
expire in vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit, His heart Will therefore 
be fixed on that place where true 
joys afe only to be found; on 
thoſe endleſs pleaſures which 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard; and on thoſe immenſe 
rewards which are laid up for us 
in heaven, through J=s us CHRIST 
our Lord, to whom be glory and 
praiſe world without end, 


"I 


The END. 
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